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\ George Bush Library

facsimile
TRANSMITTAL

fo: Rob Sherman

fax #:  (B47)870-1156
re: RM Documents

date:  01/17/2007
Pages: 40 Pages (including cover sheet).

Dear Mr. Sherman:

I have located the entire copy-packet of OPEN documents that we have set aside in tegards to your
topic. | am sending the full packet, but please note that it contains a duplicate of the RM documents
041388CU and 157715CU that I sent earlier today. In addition, you will find copies of previously closed
P-5 (advice) documents which have come open since our last communication in April due to the end of
out 12-year Presidential Records Act (PRA) restriction period. Therefore you will find 38 pages of
materials, 1 withdrawal information page, plus this coversheet. If you have any difficulty in its
transmission, please do not hesitate to contact us. T will notify you as soon as the Chron file of your
FOIA 2006-0596-F becomes available.

Sincerely,

Deborah Wheeler

Frorm the dask of...

Deborah Wheeler

Archivist

George Bush Prasldential Library
1000 Geaorge Bush Drive VWaat
College Station, TX 77845
Telephone; 978.6591.4039

Fax: 979.681.4030

Email: debhbliewheeler@nara.gav

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Administration
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Documents related to Atheism 4/12/06

These 38 pages consist of all opened WHORM Subject File docwments related to
comments about atheists supposedly made by Vice President Bush during the 1983
presidential campaign.

OPEN FTLES:

FE 010-01 028896CTJ 5 pages

FG001-06 036407 4 pages

FG 006-04 022304CU 4 pages

RM 040407CU 3 pages

RM 041388CU 4 pages

RM 053847CU 2 pages

RM 157715CU 6 pages

RM 336779 2 pages (1 is a withdrawal sheet)
Sp 037871CU 8 pages

Total pages open as of 4/12/06 38 pages

PREVIOUSLY CLOSED P2/P5 (now open)
RM 336779
Sp 037871
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1989

Dear Mr. McCready:

Your recent letter to the Counsel to the President, commenting on
his letter of February 21 to Mr. Jon G. Murray, has been referred
to me for reply.

Your comments have been duly noted and will be given appropriate
consideration,.

Thank vou for sharing your thoughts with us.

Sincerely,

—z

Nelson Lund
Associate Counsel to the President

Mr. John P. McCready
705 Brown Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
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Desr Ny, Warrer:

Thank vou for veur leitter regusesting an appointment with the
pronident ang representatives of American ABitheipte to dizcuves
vpur displeasure with the President fop romerks stiribuisd to him
during last full’s cempalgn.

We oppreciete kmewing of your interest in meeting with the
President. 1 regret to write that doe ie the hervy cormmi traents
on his wificiel ecelender, we are unable to arrange for s poraonsl
meeting for von, However, plsase knew thet the President
apprecistes vour taekiang the time 10 write and vour willingoezs 1o
phare yvour thoughls,

With best wighes,

Eincerely,

JOREPH W, AGIE il
Depnty Assistant te the Presidant
Tor Appeintmente and Seheduling

dir. don G Murrey
Presldent

denmricen Athelnts, Ine,
mor

1% Cameron Doad
Angtin, Teoxas THETRLE-TBTI

ce with incoming to Demarest - FYI
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' * T O Box 140198 Delivery: (512) 458-1244
Austin 7215 Cameron Road
American Atheists, Inc. pLESm ) g

78714-0195 78752-2973 (512) 458-5731

s | May 4, 1989

George Bush

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, DC 20500
in re+ The Ethics of George Bush
President of the United States

George Bush,

American Athelists sent you an inguiry on December 15, 1588,
concerned with your public statement in Chicago, Illinois, during
the period of your presidential campaign, to the effect that you
did not consider Athelists te be either patriots or citizens and
asked *that vyou deliver an apology to the 11 percent of the
population of our nation who are Atheists and who are offended by
your insensitive remarks.

On February 21, one C. Boyden Gray, who identified himself
as "Counsel to the President,” ment a response that you are a
religious man; "thHat'you  do. not support Atheism, and that you do
not feel that "atheism should be unnecessarily encouraged ox

supported by government."

This is a weasel reply to a straightforward request for an
apology’ American Atheists did - not ask vyou to "unnecesgarily
encourage or suppert™ Atheism. 2an apology was asked for a
gratultous insult - only that and nothing more

Since Februaty 21, American Atheists has rontacted its forty
Chapters, has advised its members and £friends of your remarks,
and has discussed them at the Nineteenth Annual National
Convention of American Atheists held in late March. The unanimous
feedback response to this extensive distribution of your guote is
that American Atheists should continue to press for an open
apology from you. American Athelsts has taken over sixty days to
carefully ascertain the impressions made by Mr. Gray's letter.
The general reaction was further dismay. Mosgt angry replies were
received from veterans of the Armed Foreces of the United States,
those who had served in the Second World War, <the Korean
Conflict, in Vietnam, and in peacetime service. The founders of
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american Atheists were Richard and Madalyn G'Halr, Mr. O'Halx was
a veteran of the U.5. Marine Corps with serviece in the Pacific
Theatre of Operations in World Wax II. He i5, in fact, buried in
Arlington National Cemetery - honored for his sexrvices to his
sountry. Madalyn O'Hair is a veteran of the Women's Army Corps,
with service az a commnissioned officer in World War IT in the
Evropean Theatre of Operations.

Many of the Athelst community, also in their replies, have
expressed doubt that you have the intestinal fortitude to
apologize fox your outrageous statement, pointing out that you do
net even repair an ordinary gaff.

Consequently, the national officers of American Atheists,
their Chapter directors throughout the natilon, and a group of
Atheist veterans of the U.,S. Armed Forces, herewith Lormally
request an audience with you so that you may elther retract these
EyqtemgﬁﬁgﬁWHigthiMngngjthéiIﬂfpattibﬁism and repudiate thelx
citTsenship or reassert them in the face of national media.

It appears at this time, also, that you should appoint a
salaried Atheist to the position. of .lidisedreffiter with the
quWinQ“ﬁthéist"cbmmunify in the nation. The White Hpuge has fox
years had such liaison persons for Roman Gatholicism, the major
P?Btééﬁ%hf”f&itﬁs}*Hhﬁ”f@f”Jﬁﬂafém.““””“””“““”“””

Either the United States is a democracy where all persons
are equal under law, ox it is not. You have indicated that
insofar as the President of the United States is concerned, the
convictions of American Atheists respecting religion not alone
puts them in a position which is less than that of rellgious
citizens, but is a burden as to deprive them of the status of
citizenship. This is simply outrageous.

AMERICAN ATHEISTS, INC.

AN

Jon G. Murzay
President
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 7, 198%

Dear Mr. MacLeod:

Your recent letter to the Counsel to the President, commenting on
hie letter of February 21 to Mr., Jon G. Muxray, has been referred
to me for reply.

We have read yvour letter with interest, but must inform you that
Mr. Gray adheres to the statements made in his February 21
letter.

Phank you for sharing your thoughts with us.

Sincereﬁi;th/ﬁ/

Helson Iund
Amsociate Counsel to the President

Mr. Norman A. MacLeod
415 El1 Carle Road
Kelowna, BC V1x Z2R5

13
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415 El Carlo Road
Kelowna, BC  WVW1X ZES
March 20, 1988

Mr. ©. Bgyden Gray

Coungel to the President

The Wnite House X ]
1600 Penneylvania Avenue MA‘R 2@ ‘ﬁ%ﬁg
Washingtan, D.C. Z0300

Dear Mr, Gray,

American Atheiasts, Ine. of Austin, Tewas has malled out
to +thelr members & photesopy cof your leiter tom Jon G, Mareay
dmted February 21, 1889. [ received a copy in today's mail.

Your letter states that President Bush neither supports
Atheigm mnor beligves that Athelism chotild be unnecessarily
encoursged or supported by the gnvernment,

Neither then #hauld the President continue vioiating the
first and faurtsenth amendments by his highly vislble
demanstrationz that it is =all right for thelism to be
unhecessarily encouraged and suppqrfad hy the government.

vour next sentence further cdestroys your credibillty
when you state that despite his aforementioned constitutional
viglations, the President supports the Canpstitution and ]laws
‘af the United States, and will proceed at m1] times with due
regard for the legal rights of Athei=sts.

Does this mesn that Athelsts will no longer be jailed
for refusing to =wear & "o help me god” oath upon & hook
(the hibled which 4s one religious sect's collectlon of
mythe, fables and |lies? Does it mean that the government
whan barred by Supreme Court decisiens from pvert support of
religlon will Rlsa cease covert support of religion? Does it
mean that the government will cease to countensnee illegal
persecution of Atheists? I"11 believe it when I see it.

In my lettemr to Fresident Buztk doted Japuary 31, 185%, I
cshould pmiso have mentioned that Atheists pay their taxes
which iz mare than can be said of the churches, and therefore
i+ {g the religious hierarchy who shirk such civie duties,
who should he barred from cltizenship.

As tar == patriotism is congerned, htheists mumber among
t+meir ranks many highly decorsted veterans ot varlioue warz,
Furthermore Atheists, wuwnlike their religious brethren, can
net wezzel ocut of military serviee for such reasong as: beling
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a consciencious phjector, being eanrolled in a =seminary. being
a priest or other such clerpgyman, esto, Therefore it is the
religicnists rather than the Atheists whose patriotism should
be called in guestion.

And in  keeping with the usual religious duplicity of
your kind, your supposed reply to Mr., Murray was not s reply

=t all, but simply a mealy-mouthed, cowardly evacsion of &
reply.

Yours truly,

a a4 A 4 N # s s w1 o8 p oA s

7
7. £ P o
:%- C v ff%&ﬁ mﬁﬁ?jéf/f
ot A

Nerman A, MaglL=od

ceot American Atheists, Inc.
P.0. Box 140185
Austin, TX TB8714-0195

PAGE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 1, 19892

Dear Mr. Cheves:

vour recent letter to the Counsel to the President, in which you
expressed your disapproval of remarks that you recall from the
President's campalgn for office, has been referred to me for
reply.

The President, as you know, strongly believes that religious
values, reflected in our Constitution and in our daily lives, are
a vital part of the ethical fabric of our nation. This positilon,
which the President will continue publicly to articulate, is
guite consistent with the First Amendment.

The President, of course, fully respects the right of those with
different opinions to express their disagreement with him.
Accordingly, we appreciate your taking the trouble to share your
thoughts on this important subject.

Sincerely,

N

Nelson Lund
Associate Counsel to the Presgident

Mr. Charles J. Cheves
Cheves & Rapkin

341 Venice Ave., West
vaenice, Fla. 34285
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CHEVES & RAPKIN
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
CHARLES J, CHEVES 241 VENICE AVE., WEST
BOARD GERTIFISE VL TRIAL LAWY R VEMICE. FLORIDA 34285
HARRY M. RAPKIN tg13) 485-7705

Baahkb SEARTIFIED CVIL TRIAL LAWYER
JOSEPH R, DellANTIS

May 23, 1988

Mr. C. Boyden Gray
counsel to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Gray:

I deeply resent President Bush impugning my patrictism because T
am an atheist.

I am a West Point graduate who served honorably for six vears in
the regular army, and have since been a trial lawyer for twenty-
seven years, during which time I have actively contributed to the
support of the United States Constitution.

As a proud member of the ACLU I was also offended by Mr. Bush’'s
jnane comments about that outstanding organization during his
campaign.

The President’s catering to the religious majority demonstrates a
severe lack of moral courage, and an abysmal ignorance of the
First Amendment to the Constitution.

Very truly yours,

’/d:"
L

charles q& Cheves

cTC/pb
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WaAS HINGTON

June 6, 1989

Dear Mr. Manchack:

Your recenht letter to the Counsel to the Fresident, commenting on
ramarke that you have heard attributed to the President, has been
referred to me for reply.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that Mr, Gray sent to the
President of American Atheists, Inc., in a xeply tec an inguiry
expressing concerns similar to yours.

Thank you for taking the time to write to us.

Sincereli;/lﬂnff//

Nelson Lund
Associate Counsel to the President

" My, James Manchack

2808 - Z2Bth Awvenue North
Texas City, Texas 77590

Enclosure

PacE 2R
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM

February 21, 1989

Dear Mr., Murray:

Your letter of December 19, 1988, to President Bush has beean
referred o me for reply. As you are aware, the President is a
religious man who neither supports atheism nor bhelieves that
atheism should be unnecessarily encouraged or supported by the
government. HNeedless to say, the President supports the
Constituticn and laws of the United States, and you may rest
assured that this Administration will proceed at all times with
due reqgard for the legal rights of atheists, as well as others
with whom the President disagrees. '

Sincereiy,

“CBG Signed”

C. Boyden. Gray
Counsel to the President

Mr. Jon G. Murray
President

hmerican Atheists, Inc,
Post Qffice Box 1401945
Austin, Texas 78714=0185
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James Manchack
2808 - 28th Avenue North
Texas City, TX 77590

May 26, 1989

C. Boyden Gray

{Counsel to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsvivania Avenue
Washington, DC 20300

C. Boyden Gray:

| am very concerned Lo hear that the President of the United States does
not consider Atheists citizens of thig country, | am an Atheist, and | wolid
ke tor know why the President believes | am not or should not be a citizen

| have ived my whole Tife ih this country, and so have nry parents and their
parents before therm My parents work very hard and have given their
whole tives to this country. |am doing the same. Why am | not considered
a citizen in the Presiden’s opinion?

| believe Bush's staterment was unfortunate. Atheists are proud people
who deserve respect not insults or threats. | would appreciate your
response to this inguiry,

Sncerely, W

Jarmes Manchack
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795 Geary, #®#108
San Franciseco,
C=lif., 54108

Jume 4, 1582

Beorge Bush

Fresident

The White Houss

1800 Fernsylvahni=z Ave
Washimgton, DC 20500

in re: Atkeist Amerisan Citizens
P ==
Uear George:

i was born im this coumtry, therefore I am =

Full citizen of the United States and prtitled

to Full representation by the president, not-
withstanding your shriveled motiom of: =, Citi-
zonship reguirements, and b, the presidert’'s
responsibility to all citirans.

Your response was limply wimpy when gsked ifF you
would represent all Americans including Atheists.
I hope it was only your perception of political
expedimnce in the campaign which caused this very
embharraszsing (intermetiomally] afFfront to Hemnoc-

racy .

Surely, surely, surely you do recogrize that most
glemertary, most basic tenet of demoeracy — that
EVERY person, svery cltlzed is =sovereign. It is

sertmimly Mot your optlon to repre=ent some better
than others,

If you do not Feel secure enough to be identified
with s level of demooracy which is unpopul=r in
some prejudiced quarters, then please take the
raguired nzutral stanse requiread by the Comstltli-
xion, and publisly proclaim your meutrality.

Also, pleasse stop at one= using your office =nd
tax p=id Facilities for any religious practice or
purpose [(personnally gendine, or politic=slly
useful 3.

Thank yDu.

i
+ o ")‘ .
- f_,.-""['cr_(”"'—‘_" - —"j
Willisam R. Stewart
Athelist
Amerlican Sitizan
Captaim, U, 8, Alr Forcse

Lﬂ”#F‘-g:: C. Boyden Gray

Americam Atheists
Austin, Texes






